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      Deborah Kay Cook  
Box 135  
Kopperston, WV  24854

      Dear Ms. Cook,

      This letter is from the National Network on Tobacco Prevention and Poverty.  We are a CDC-funded program dedicated to reducing tobacco use among populations of low socioeconomic status (SES).  More specifically, we assist national organizations and states with tobacco control education, activities, and policy development to reach poor communities.  We are aware of the Wyoming County Board of Health’s efforts to develop a strong, enforceable Clean Indoor Air regulation and appreciate your work in this area.
      We have a vested interest in the health of West Virginians.  We understand that there is a significant population of low SES citizens in your county, and our concerns around secondhand smoke exposure involve this population as well as all residents and visitors to Wyoming County.  With this in mind, we support the Clean Indoor Air regulation currently under consideration in your county.  
As you know, the health implications of adopting this policy are beneficial on many levels.  For one, people who have difficulty in accessing health care – especially low wage workers – will not have to endure the additional health burden of secondhand smoke.  This improves quality of life while saving millions annually in health costs associated with exposure to secondhand smoke.  Without a comprehensive smoking ban, workers are faced with either damaging their lungs or undertaking the uncertain process of trying to find a smoke-free job.  This forces additional hardship upon an already struggling population.  
In addition, recent studies have found that increasing the social unacceptability of smoking is highly effective in reducing tobacco consumption.  Supporting a comprehensive Clean Indoor Air regulation not only sends a message to Wyoming County that secondhand smoke is a serious risk, but also helps shape attitudes toward tobacco use that translate to healthier behaviors.  As you know, the damaging effects of secondhand smoke have been well-documented in the recent Surgeon General’s Report The Health Consequences of Involuntary Exposure to Tobacco Smoke.  This report emphasizes that the only way to protect nonsmokers from the dangerous chemicals in secondhand smoke is to eliminate smoking indoors.
Passage of a strong public health smoking ban is another step in the right direction and is of national significance.  Other counties and states will certainly reference this accomplishment in future tobacco control policy efforts.  Keep up the great work in Wyoming County! 
Sincerely,
Janet Porter, MPH   



Lisa N. Houston, MPH

Program Director 



Health Educator
